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disposition was in a most agreeable state, for "those who
desire to get something done by their lords, have to wait for
a suitable occasion5'. They, however, succeeded in getting
permission for their young friend to go to India. Then the
king summoned the young Shihabu'd-DIn and recited the
first sura of the holy Qur'an, which is done when some dear
one departs, and addressed him thus: "Thou goest to a foreign
land, thou shalt become great." Verily his words came true.
Shihabu'd-Dm acquired such distinction in India as could
well be the object of envy for the lords of Balkh and Bukhara.1

Shihabu'd-Dm arrived in India in the 12th year of
Aurangzib's reign (1669), when he was hardly twenty years
of age. He was well received by the Emperor, who conferred
the rank of 300 zat, 70 horse on the promising young man.
The Emperor evinced further interest in him by getting him
married to Safia Khanam, daughter of S'adullah Khan, the
Prime Minister of the Emperor Shah Jehan.2

For nearly ten years he worked as an apprentice under his
father. When the Emperor summoned his highly trusted offi-
cials and noblemen from different parts of the country to
Rajputana, Shihabu'd-Dm also joined him at his headquarters
at Ajmer. His extraordinary courage and skill as a soldier
were first noticed when he took part in the expedition led by
Hamid Khan to chase the Rathors in their mountain fast-
nesses. He was complimented for his services by receiving a
robe of honour and a she-elephant, from the Emperor.3

After his return from the expedition, Shihabu'd-DIn was
summoned at midnight by the Emperor who asked him to
bring speedy information from Hasan CA1I Khan, from whom
no intelligence had arrived since quite a long time. All com-
munications with the latter had been cut off and he was
left isolated in the defiles of north-west of Udaipur. This
had caused great anxiety to the Emperor. Shihabu'd-DIn,
a stranger in that region, full of wild beasts and infested
with robbers, agreed to undertake the mission. At the
risk of his life he started immediately and by forced mar-

1 Ma'dtkir-i-'Ilamgiri, p. 91; MctathWl-Umara, vol. II, p. 872.

2 Tarikh-i-Fathiyah. According to the author of  the   Tarikh-i-Khurshid Jahi
the rt^ae of the daughter of the chief Minister was Waziru*n-Nisa   (p. 370).
I have not heen able to ascertain his source of information.

3 Ma'athir-i-'Mamgiri, p. 194.